
Self-Marking Quiz - From Beowulf to Beatniks 
 
This quiz is based on the key British and American literary periods, their defining 
characteristics, and associated forms, as outlined in the provided guide. 

 
Self-Marking Test: Literary Periods and Context 
Part 1: Early Periods (Medieval to Neoclassical) 
Instructions: Choose the best option for each question. 
1. Medieval Period (c. 450 – c. 1500) Which term from the Old English period 
celebrates the warrior ideal, loyalty, courage, and fate, and is a key theme in 
works like Beowulf? A) Humanism B) Allegory C) Wyrd D) Satire 
2. The Renaissance (c. 1500 – c. 1660) The central intellectual shift of the 
Renaissance, which involved focusing on the importance and potential of human 
beings rather than solely on God, is known as: A) Realism B) Neoclassicism C) 
Humanism D) Fragmentation 
3. Renaissance Form Which poetic form became popular during the Renaissance 
for its intricate structure and was famously used by William Shakespeare to 
explore deep emotion and intellect? A) The Ode B) The Ballad C) Free Verse D) 
The Sonnet 
4. Neoclassical Period (c. 1660 – c. 1785) The Neoclassical Period, which included 
the Enlightenment, primarily valued: A) Emotion, the Sublime, and the power of 
Nature. B) Order, Reason, Logic, and strict adherence to structure. C) 
Fragmentation, Alienation, and radical Experimentation. D) Social Commentary, 
Realism, and the conflict between Science and Religion. 
5. Neoclassical Device What is the name for the form of couplets used by 
Neoclassical poets like Alexander Pope—a pair of rhyming lines in iambic 
pentameter—that provided a sense of control and balance? A) Blank Verse B) 
Heroic Couplets C) Alliterative Verse D) Vernacular Dialogue 

 
Part 2: Modern Periods (Romantic to Postmodern) 
Instructions: Match the literary period to its defining characteristic. 

Match Period Defining Characteristic 

6. 
Romantic (c. 1785 – c. 
1832) 

A) Capturing life ‘as it is’ and exploring 
human fate as controlled by forces beyond 
individual control (Naturalism). 

Match Period Defining Characteristic 

7. Victorian (c. 1837 – c. 1901) 
B) Experimentation with Stream of 
Consciousness and fragmented narratives, 
driven by post-war disillusionment. 

8. 
American 
Realism/Naturalism (c. 
1865 – c. 1910) 

C) The rejection of reason in favour of 
Emotion, the Sublime power of Nature, and 
the focus on the common Individual. 

9. 
Modernism (c. 1900 – c. 
1945) 

D) Scepticism towards universal 'truth', the 
playful use of existing styles (pastiche), and 
metafiction. 

10. 
Postmodernism (c. 1945 – 
Present) 

E) Social Commentary, Realism (focusing on 
poverty and class), and the conflict between 
Science and Religion. 

 
  



Answer Key 
Use this key to mark your test. Give yourself one mark for each correct answer. 
Part 1 Answers 

Question Correct Answer Period 

1 C) Wyrd Medieval 

2 C) Humanism Renaissance 

3 D) The Sonnet Renaissance 

4 B) Order, Reason, Logic, and strict adherence to structure. Neoclassical 

5 B) Heroic Couplets Neoclassical 
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Part 2 Answers 

Question Correct Answer Period 

6 C) Romantic 

7 E) Victorian 

8 A) American Realism/Naturalism 

9 B) Modernism 

10 D) Postmodernism 
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Your Score 

   /10  

 


